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SPIRITAN
NEWS
CONGREGAZIONE DELLO SPIRITO SANTO -

CLIVO DI CINNA, 195 -

00136 ROMA

WAF formation buildings inaugurated in Ghana
The new buildings of the West African Foundation's
novitiate and house of philosophy at Ejisu, In Kumasl Diocese, Ghana, were solemnly blessed by Bishop Peter
Sarpong of Kumasl, and inaugurated by the Superior
General, Fr. Pierre Haas, on the morning of 15 December
at an open-air ceremony attended by a large gathering,
including traditional rulers and Government officials.
Work on the buildings had begun on 8 August 1988 under
four Spiritan Brothers: Jan van Schaijk and Harrie Hermans
of Holland, Joseph Mbah of Nigeria, and Thomas Poku of
Ghana. A year later the novitiate buildings were complete
enough for Fr. Declan Dorr and the novices to move in on 6
August 1989. (For the nine preceding years, the novitiate had
been at Bwiam, in the Gambia - for the first three years under
Fr. Hugh Davoren and then under Fr. Dorr.) In October 1990
the philosophers, under their acting rector, Fr. John Fogarty,
moved into their own new buildings, which are in the same
compound, at a distance of about 400 metres from the
novitiate. The compound is a large one (123 acres, or 50
hectares) and was very generously donated by the senior
local chief and his council.
The inauguration ceremony began with Mass outside the
novitiate buildings. The principal celebrant and homilist was
Bishop Sarpong, and the hymns were in Twi and Fanti
(Ghana), Tiv (Nigeria), Mende (Sierra Leone), Latin and
English. After the consecration there was a liturgical dance.
At the end of the Mass, Fr. Haas cut the symbolic ribbon to
open the buildings, and said that they would be open to
students from various countries, and open also and welcoming to friends and visitors. He prayed that they would be
especially open to the influence of the Holy Spirit. Bishop
Sarpong, aided by several priests, then proceeded to the
bl~ssing of the buildings.

The novitiate buildings, with Fr. Dec/an Dorr.

buildings. He mentioned that the first priest to visit Kumasi,
in 1878, was a Spiritan (Fr. Charles Gommenginger), though
it would be another 93 years before Spiritans came to work
there, in 1971, at the invitation of Bishop Sarpong. Fr. Haas,
in his address, referred to the energy and missionary enthusiasm of the African Church, and expressed his thanks to
Bishop Sarpong, to the local chief and people, to the Brothers who had constructed the buildings, to the Dutch and
German Provinces for financial help, and to all those who in
various ways had helped the West African Foundation. Fr.
Declan Dorr also expressed his thanks, and the final prayer
was said by the new District Superior of Ghana, Fr. Augustine
Murphy. After the ceremony, lunch was seNed for some 450
people in the main hall of the philosophy compound.

The West African Foundation

The second part of the ceremony opened with a prayer by
Fr. James Okoye, Assistant to the Superior General. Fr. John
Hogan, Superior of the WAF, welcomed and thanked the
dignitaries and all those present (including the Dutch architect, Mr Gerard Deriksen), and explained the purpose of the

The decision to set up the WAF was taken by the Major
Superiors of West Africa at a meeting in Dakar in April 1979.
There were six founding Districts but, after a two-year attempt
at bilingualism in the Bwiam novitiate had proved difficult,
Senegal decided to revert to the Central African Foundation,
and in 1985 Kwara-Benue decided that it would encourage its
candidates to join the Nigerian Province. The four member
Districts today are Ghana, Sierra Leone, the Gambia and
Makurdi (Nigeria).

Novices walking across the compound.

Each of these Districts has a pre-novitiate program for
aspirants: at Bantama (Ghana), Kenema (Sierra Leone),
Banjul (the Gambia) and Yola (Makurdi). There are 22
novices at Ejisu this year, of whom 12 are from Ghana, 6
from Sierra Leone, and 4 from Makurdi. Philosophy is done
after the novitiate, and up to now has been done at the
Nigerian Province's house of philosophy at lsienu. The 12
WAF philosophers who began the course in 1989 are staying
on there to complete it, and it is only the 10 first-year philosophers who have moved into the new buildings at Ejisu.
Theology will continue to be done at the Spiritan International
School of Theology (SISl), near Enugu, Nigeria, where there
are 17 WAF theologians at present. Six scholastics are doing
their apostolic experience in the four Districts. So far, there

have been 8 WAF members ordained to the priesthood, and
these have all been assigned to missions in West Africa {but
generally outside their own countries), though there have
been proposals for a WAF mission further afield. There are
3 Brothers, all from Ghana. Of the 56 professed members of
the WAF, 34 are from Ghana, 13 from Makurdi, 8 from Sierra
Leone, and 1 from the Gambia.

Ghana
At the end of the Biafran war in Nigeria, most of the Irish
Spiritans who had worked there were not allowed to return,
and in 1970 Bishop Sarpong of Kumasi said that he would be
happy to have some of them in his diocese, and would also
be happy to encourage local Spiritan vocations. His invitation was accepted, and the following year 8 Irish Spiritans
went to work in Kumasi. By 1978 the number had grown to

19, and in November that year Ghana became a District, with '
Fr. Vincent Murphy as Superior. He was followed as Superior
by Fr. John Moriarty (1981-84), Fr. Christopher O'Brien (198490) and, since December, Fr. Augustine Murphy. But, as the
WAF grows larger, the District grows smaller, with 14 priests
and one brother at present. At the beginning there was some
involvement in education (Frs. Augl!stine Murphy and James
Morrow were headmasters of secondary schools), but now
they are all involved in parish work - seven parishes in
Kumasi Diocese, one in Sunyani Diocese, and one in Accra.
Two notable churches built by Spiritans are those at New
Tafo in Kumasi town {built by Fr. Richard Caplice) and at the
neighbouring parish of Bantama {built by Fr. William Butler).
The WAF pre-novitiate centre at Bantama was run for several
years by Fr. Brian O'Mahoney, and at present is directed by
Br. Finbar O'Brien. The WAF has always received the full
backing of the Spiritans in Ghana.

News Items
Decisions of the General Council
The General Council
- on 30 November, appointed Fr. Raymond GONNET as
Superior of the Algeria group for a three-year term beginning
on 1 December 1990;
- on 14 December, prolonged the term of office of Fr.
Theophane REY as District Superior of Reunion from 31
March 1991 to 1 June 1991;
- on 4 January, confirmed the election of Fr. Anton DICK as
Provincial Superior of Trinidad for a three-year term beginning on 2 February;
- on 4 January, confirmed the election of Fr. Augustine
MURPHY as District Superior of Ghana for a three-year term,
as from 14 December 1990;
- on 16 January, prolonged the mandate of Fr. Roderick
CURRAN as District Superior of Sierra Leone from 16 March
1991 until the next general assembly of the District.

France
On 2 October 1990, two new statues were inaugurated and
blessed in the chapel of the Congregation's mother house at
Rue Lhomond, Paris. On either side of the chapel, near the
entrance, these statues, of Blessed Jacques Laval and
Blessed Daniel Brattier, complement the two nearby monuments to the Founders of the Congregation: Frs. Claude
Poullart des Places and Francis Libermann.
The first of these monuments to be erected was the tomb
of Fr. Libermann, when his remains were transferred here
from Chevilly in 1967. When he died in 1852, Fr. Libermann
was buried in the grounds of the Congregation's house at
Notre Dame du Gard, near Amiens. His remains were
transferred in 1865 to Chevilly, where a small Gothic chapel
had been built in the park to receive them.
Opposite Fr. Libermann's tomb at Rue Lhomond, a similar
monument was erected to Fr. Poullart des Places in 1989, but
in this case it is a cenotaph and not a tomb, as Fr. Poullart,
in accordance with his wishes, was buried in a common
pauper's grave in the cemetery of the church of Saint
Etienne, and there was no monument to him there nor would
his remains have been identifiable.
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Bl. Daniel Brottier

Bl. Jacques Laval

The statue of Fr. Laval is the first to be erected to his
honour in Paris. It depicts him as a missionary offering the
gospel to those who had not yet heard it. Fr. Laval was the
first person to be beatified by the present Pope, who on that
occasion (in 1979) placed his pontificate under his patronage.
There is a monument to Fr. Brattier, of course, at Auteuil,
where he was buried, but the statue of him at Rue Lhomond
completes a Spiritan "memorial space" in the chapel which is
most closely associated with the origins of our Congregation.

Four Spiritan anniversaries
Fr. Henri Littner, editor of the Congregation's Ordo, has
written from Chevilly to remind us that in September this year
there will be four 150th anniversaries concerning Fr. Libermann and the founding of his Congregation of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, which was to be joined seven years later
to the Holy Ghost Congregation. He has inserted a reminder
of each of them, at their respective dates, in this year's Ordo.
As the centenary of these events fell in 1941, when the
Second World War was at its height, it was not given much
attention, but the circumscriptions might like to make up for
that by marking their 150th anniversary with some sort of
celebration. The four dates are as follows:

1) 14 September 1841: Arrival of Blessed Jacques
Laval In Mauritius. This will certainly be celebrated in
Mauritius, but it is significant for the whole Congregation as
he was Fr. Libermann's first missionary to be sent out (sent
out, in fact, so hurriedly that he didn't even have time to do

his novitiate before leaving!).

2) 18 September 1841: Fr. Llbermann's ordination in
Amiens, by Bishop Jean Mioland of Amiens. He was
ordained for the Vicariate of Mauritius, whose Bishop, William
Collier, had taken the new congregation under his protection.
The ordination was at a private ceremony, witnessed by only
Fr. Alexandre de Brandt, who was both Bishop Mioland's
secretary and Bishop Collier's vicar general in France.
3) 25 September 1841: the first community Mass of the
new congregation, at Notre-Dame des Victoires. This can
be considered the foundation date of Fr. Libermann's
congregation, and parallels the foundation Mass of Fr.
Poullart des Places's Holy Ghost Congregation on Pentecost
Sunday, 27 May 1703. This would seem to be the most
important of the four dates to commemorate.
4) 'Z7 September 1841: opening of the novitiate at La
Neuville, near Amiens. Fr. Libermann lived here with the first
members of his congregation until 1847, when he moved to
Notre Dame du Gard, also not far from Amiens. The following year he moved to Rue Lhomond, Paris, on becoming
Superior'General of the united congregation, after the merger
with the Spiritans.

Yugoslavia
The changed political situation in Eastern Europe has been
making life a bit easier for our confreres in Yugoslavia as well
as for those in Poland. In Yugoslavia, the teaching of religion
is now allowed in schools, religious processions may be
held, and Christmas this year was reinstated as a public
holiday. Religious functions are shown on television, and
religious news is given in the newspapers.
The first Spiritan in Yugoslavia was Fr. Albert Thielemeier,
a former General Councillor, who went there in September
1981. Since 1 January 1986, he has been assistant pastor at
Podvinje, near Slavonski Brod, halfway between Zagreb and
Belgrade. In October that year he was joined at Podvinje by
Fr. Michel Kieffer, who had just completed a year's language
study in Zagreb. A young Polish Spiritan, Fr. Jaroslaw
Jezdzikowski, is at present doing his language course in
Zagreb with a view to joining the team. Apart from the
Spiritans' pastoral work in the parish, they have been doing
mission animation beyond its boundaries, through retreat
days, film presentations and small publications. On Mission
Sunday, Fr. Thielemeier celebrated Mass and preached in the
diocesan cathedral at Djakovo. A Croatian scholastic is
doing his studies at the Spiritan scholasticate in Germany,
and, with Fr. Konrad Breidenbach and a German scholastic,
he joined Frs. Thielemeier and Kieffer at the end of July last
year in presenting a five-day mission seminar attended by 18
young men. These expressed interest in maintaining contact,
and one of them has applied to join the Congregation.

Brazil
We have not got enough space in Spiritan News to
mention the various Provincial and District Chapters that are
held each year, but, among those held last year, we may pick
out that of Brazil, as it was the first Chapter to be held since
the Province was set up on 2 February 1990 (cf. Spiritan
News no. 81). It was held from 3-13 September at the house
of the Sisters of Jesus Crucified at Capao Redondo, Sao
Paulo, and took the form of a General Assembly to which all
the professed members of the new Province were invited.
Thirty-four of the 40 members attended, including Bishop
Mario Clemente Neto of Tete and three of the four older

The Chapter delegates (Fr. Mose Pontelo second from right,
Bishop Mario Clemente Neto kneeling in centre).

Brazilian members of the Province.
Three main themes had been chosen for discussion Mission, Formation, and Administration - and position papers
had been drawn up on them by commissions headed
respectively by Frs. Bruno Trachtler, Sergio Castriani and
Selc;:o Eissing. The Chapter documents, voted unanimously
or with large majorities, were drawn up under these three
headings. Fr. M~ Pontelo was elected to continue as
Provincial Superior, and Frs. Sergio Castriani, Klaus Velsinger
and Pedro Iwashita were elected to the Council.

Haiti
Our confreres in Haiti have had the satisfaction of seeing
at long last some hope for the democratic evolution of the
country. At the first free elections to be held there, Fr. JeanBertrand Aristide was elected President on 16 December with
67% of the popular vote. He was formally sworn in as
President on 7 February, the fifth anniversary of the overthrow
of the dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier. On that occasion, in
1986, the people revolted against their oppressors, but the
attainment of freedom was harder than it seemed. It has
taken five years of failed elections and provisional presidents,
largely under the control of the Duvalierists, before a president with truly popular support could be elected. A further
attempt to thwart the popular will was made on 6-7 January,
when Dr. Roger Lafontant, Minister of Home Affairs under
Duvalier and head of the dreaded Tontons Macoutes, tried to
stage a coup, but fortunately on this occasion the army,
under General Herard Abraham, took the side of the people
and thwarted the coup.
When it looked as if the coup might succeed, the people
vented their rage in various ways, including burning the
cathedral and the papal nunciature and sacking the headquarters of the Bishops' Conference. The new Papal Nuncio,
Archbishop Giuseppe Leanza, was also publicly humiliated
and had to leave the country, and his secretary was wounded. The reason for this unfortunate hostility to the hierarchy
was a feeling, on the part of the crowd, that some of the
Bishops had not been supportive of Fr. Aristide and his
candidature.
The Congregation's links with Haiti go back to one of Fr.
Libermann's first collaborators, Fr. Eugene Tisserant, whose
mother was Haitian. Fr. Tisserant was named Prefect
Apostolic of Haiti and worked there, with seven confreres, for
two years (1843-45) before having to withdraw. Spiritans
returned in 1860, and some 300 in all worked there until 1969,
when the Congregation withdrew because of difficulties with
the dictator, Dr. Franc;:ois Duvalier. One of the most important
Spiritan works was the Coll~ge Saint-Martial, which it took
over in 1871 and which was the main secondary school in
3

the country as well as the junior seminary. (In 1965, of the
150 Haitian priests, 94 had studied at Saint-Martial.)

received, along with Mother Teresa herself, by His Holiness
the Pope on 29 November.

When the Spiritans withdrew in 1969, there were 30
confreres there, of whom 6 were Haitian priests (the main
reason for the withdrawal was the expulsion of five of these
latter by Dr. Duvalier for so-called "communist" activities).
During their 17 years in exile, the Haitian Spiritans and some
of their French confreres continued to work among Haitian
refugees in North America, the Bahamas and French Guiana.
(About one million of Haiti's population of six million were
living in exile.)

Fr. Doheny became involved in refugee work during the
Biafran war in Nigeria (1967-70). After the war, he did a
diploma in development studies in Swansea, Wales, and then
worked for refugees in Ethiopia for eight years and in Zambia
for four years. For many years he was also coordinator of
the Cheshire Homes for the Handicapped in Africa. The
Refugee Year Trust that he now runs concentrates on
providing pastoral and psychological care for refugees, as
well as material assistance.

With the overthrow of Jean-Claude Duvalier in 1986, the
small group of Haitian Spiritans, under their superior, Fr.
Antoine Adrien, were able at last to return to the country to
make their contribution there. It was not possible to take over
the direction of Saint-Martial again, but a parish was taken on
at Pont-Sande in a needy area in the Diocese of Gona'ives,
and in Port-au-Prince liturgical, pastoral and catechetical work
was undertaken, as well as work for the literacy campaign
Mission Alpha (Fr. Rene Soler) and for the Catholic Radio
Soleil.
At present the Spiritans in Haiti are: Frs. Antoine Adrien
(superior), Max Dominique, Gilbert Trocher, Joseph Philippe
(all Haitians), Emile Jacquot, Rene Soler, Fran9ois Lichtle
(French), Noel Tinguely and Werner Arnold (Swiss). (A
Haitian, Fr. Pierre Chery, is studying in France, and two
others, Mr. Jean-Paul Pierre and Mr. Lys Florival, made their
profession in Haiti last year.) Circumstances have not been
easy and at times their lives have been in danger, notably on
one occasion when Fr. Aristide preached in the church at
Pont-Sande. Fr. Adrien in particular has been a marked man
for his work on the Committee for the Defence of the Constitution. Fr. Aristide, unfortunately, ran into problems with his
congregation, the Salesians, who excluded him in December
1988 because of his involvement in politics. But it is to be
hoped that his commitment to justice and peace will bring
some improvement to a country that has suffered too long
from injustice and oppression.

A Spiritan in Baghdad
Many Spiritans are involved in initiatives for Justice and
Peace, but, in the light of the terrible suffering caused by the
Gulf war, the initiative of a Spiritan, among all the other
attempts at conciliation, is worth mentioning. Fr. Kevin
Doheny, who in November 1989 founded a London-based
organization for refugees called Refugee Year Trust, decided
that, rather than wait to help the refugees that would be
caused by yet another war, he would do what he could to try
to prevent it. In October, he flew to Calcutta, where he spent
three days with the patron of his organization, Mother Teresa,
and, armed with letters from her to President Saddam
Hussein and King Hussein of Jordan, he went first to Amman,
where, on 14 October, he and his assistant, Mr. Daniel Lillis,
had an audience with King Hussein, who is an admirer of
Mother Teresa and has a group of her Sisters working in
Jordan. The King encouraged their initiative and gave them
a personal letter for Mother Teresa. The following day, they
flew to Baghdad, where they spent six weeks as guests of the
Government and had talks with the Deputy Prime Minister
and the Speaker of the Parliament but were unable to meet
President Saddam Hussein himself, though they received a
verbal message from him. They were able to meet many of
the European hostages who were still in Iraq at the time, and
Fr. Doheny said Mass and prayed with them in their hotel.
Fr. Doheny and Mr. Lillis then came to Rome, where they
gave a report to the Vatican Secretariat of State, which itself
had been involved in various diplomatic contacts, and were

Correction: We apologize for a mistake in our last
issue, concerning the new address of the Superior of the
Central African Foundation: it should be B.P. 2153, Libreville, Gabon. Tel. (241) 72.04.75.
Jubilarians
65 Years of Profession:

21 June

: Br. Adalbert THIEL (Germany).

65 Years of Priesthood:

11 April

: Fr. Heinrich POHLEN (Alto Jurua).

50 Years of Profession:

21 April

: Brs. Gijsbertus van NIEKERK (Holland) and
Raymundus TOLBOOM (Bagamoyo).

50 Years of Priesthood:

04 May
11 June
13 June
19 June
22 June

29 June

Fr. Antonius VERHEIJEN (Holland).
Fr. Thomas ROCHE (Kenya).
Fr. Leandra MICHEL (France).
Frs. Francis R. DUFFY, William J. HOLMES,
Joseph F. RENGERS (USNE) and Dayton D.
KIRBY (USA/W).
Frs. Patrick HOLLY, John HOURIGAN, Walter
KENNEDY, John O'DONOGHUE (Ireland),
Nicolas KILLIAN, Michael MADIGAN (Kenya) and
Desmond McGLADE (Irish/San Francisco.)
: Frs. Jean GAILLARD (Belgium) and Albert
HERMANS (Zaire).

35 Years a Bishop:

22 May

: Bishop Richard H. ACKERMANN (USNE).

Our Dead
08
08
22
27
31

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

01 Jan.
03 Jan.
06 Jan.
07 Jan.
10 Jan.
10 Jan.
11 Jan.
14 Jan.
26 Jan.
30 Jan.
30 Jan.

Bishop Joseph WHELAN (Ireland), 81.
Br. Benignus FLOOD (Ireland), 81.
Fr. Gerard ROY (Canada), 82.
Br. Jean-Michel PAQUES (France), 81.
Fr. Gerardus KEMPS (Holland), 88.
(76 deaths in 1990)
Fr. Matthias DIERICHSWEILER (Germany), 87.
Fr. Claude MONTESDEOCA (Trinidad), 80.
Fr. John J. MURRAY (USNE), 71.
Bishop Peter KELLETER (Southern Africa), 82.
Fr. John P. GALLAGHER (USNE), 75.
Fr. James J. MURRAY (Ireland), 59.
Fr. Colman WATKINS (Kilimanjaro), 82.
Fr. Louis-Marie GUILLEMIN (France), 88.
Br. Jacobus REIJNTJES (Holland), 79.
Br. Rolland JANTZEN (Martinique), 81.
Fr. Petrus DE LOUWERE (Holland), 74.
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